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When a child (omes Fortunately, I am told I Real estate people say With the Connecticut 
into a Hartford high have not only qUite a bit this is the time to buy Science Center across 
school today, he's of the left side of the property in the city. the street, there's 
alteady behind in brain, but the right side 

o This is the time to buy. 
been talk: of creating 

math and science. of the brain. I enjoy talk- a "Science Row." 
Can The Academy of ing to peopJe. I like to and build. Construction Do you see it as an 
Science and Green know what people do for cost has gone down opportunity for other 
Technology, which a living, how a SOCiety almost 30 percent in similar modern 
you are involved in, works, languages, ethnic- some cases. So they [con-

businesses and for 
conect that? ity. That is a little differ- tractors] are slashing 

students? 
ent from the perception prices and taking jobs at 

o We are seeing results people have of engineers a much lower cost, and o Having the UConn's 
of this direct mentoring as very analytical. we are getting a break. engineering or applied 
of the students. Sanford Material prices are also science school in closer 
Weill. [a Greenwich resi- Whe:re is the money 

going down. proximity would be a 
dent and former head of coming from to build major factor [In making 
Citigroup). founded the the technology center? Is Greater Hartford's that a reality.) How can 
National Academy transportation system that happen? How about 
Foundation, a network of o I have already bor- a roadblock, so to a shuttle bus from 
career academies. NAF's rowed a couple million speak, to progress? UConn's StOrtS campus to 
objective is to bring busi- dollars of my own sav- downtown Ha!tford ? The 
ness entrepreneurs into ings. I could say, ''I've got o I've been in the infra- cost would have to be 
the mix and be concerned a couple million dollars; r structure business for subsidized. and we'd 
about the quality of edu- could retire and go to 26 years - building roads, have to market it. But 
cation -to provide not Florida.R But I took what· highways, bridges, main- we'd get those kids. We'd 
just financial support but ever I had and put it into taining them. Connect· fill up the restaurants 
mentoring. this building, and more. I icut needs close attention and bring students here 

Operating an urban am running a company to mass transit. Ught rail for internships. U's 
academy is definitely a that is growing, and I'm is being talked about. The already happening in 
challenge. But we have basically putting the state has this bond New Haven. 
success stories. This year, profits into this venture. money now. With that, 
we have five or six kids The challenge is to get we can, hopefully, make 

Wouldn't your tech-
who are so bright and so financing for a project light rail a reality. 

nology center also 
dynamic, and they are all like this. But a lot of peo- We have to invest in 

help bring them into from the Hartford area. pie are interested in the reliable, frequent bus ser-
Despite their difficult uniqueness of the build- vice. The New Britain the city to work? 

financial situation - the ing, mainly the green Busway will take a lot of o It's not not too far-
poverty in Hartford is a design and (energy-sav- people off the highway. fetched to think a Silicon 
major issue - they can ing] features. That will reduce the car- Valley phenomenon 
come out of it. We will bon footprint and be could happen here. We 
just give them a little Will the current more efficient. We need a have tons of talent-
hand and use them as a backlash rega:rding combination of light rail , entrepreneurs, innova-
showcase. If there is no the truth of global 

buses and a trolley sys- tors, who are not con-
educational quality. busi-

warming affect that? 
tern something like we fined to one geographical 

nessmen are doomed. had in the 1950s to con- space. We need reliable 
o To say there are grave nect people - particularly transportation; that can 

Some people see you doubts with regard to the young people who would happen. We could have a 
as a man with a plan, body of knowledge we come to the city for tun phenomenon like Route 
others as a dreamer. have about pollution, and times over the weekends. 138 in Boston, where 
What is your :response what degradation of the from Trinity, UConn, knowledge workers 
to the word d:reamerl environment can be University of Hartford, would come in droves, 

caused by the automo- Capital Community and live and work in and 
o I am. I am an optimist. bile-centric life we have College. For anybody to around Hartford. But if 
But I am also a builder. l - to say that everything come into Hartford. you you don't have a viSion, 
have to be realistic about is fine - is totally base- need to have a better you have nothing. 
what it takes to build less. There is no science transportation infra-

gigantic structures. supporting that. structure. 



You're looking into 
the future, 

o I am 51 years old. I 
want my son and daugh­
ter, and kids like them, to 
stay in Connecticut and 
be proud of our state, but 
there is a generational 
gap. [f you go to a young 
guy and say "sustainable 
design," he connects 
instantly. But I have a 
hard time driving this 
point home to individu­
als who have lived for the 
last 50 years. 

Where do you go from 
here if you don't have a 
major thinking change? 
I've talked to economists 
and political leaders and 
they say, "Alternative 
energy is not going to 
work for the next 10 
years, because there is no 
market for it." So unless 
the government forces 
the ma rket to change, at 
least a little, it can only 
happen slowly. You've got 
to be ready. 

Th is is aU part of the 
concept of downtown, 
where people live in large 
concentrated numbers. 
There are intangible 
social benefits of [a city]. 
In the city, you get out. 
You see people. You hear 
music. Making city living 
attractive and vibrant, 
paying attention to the 
education system - that's 
what is needed. 

What do you hope 
to accomplish with 
all these public 
appearances? 

o I am marketing and 
hoping that a lot of peo­
ple think like me. 
Proselytizing, that's the 
right word. We have to 
look for major tenants to 

take our space. Obviously, 
my business is not big 
enough to occupy the 
grand building, which 
will cost $45 million to 

$60 million to build.l can 
take a floor, two floors, 
and bring my offices 
from Middletown to here. 
But I am looking for more 

corporate tenants, gov­
ernment, public and pri­
vate companies that will 
lease the building, which 
is reasonably priced. 

Every box has a story. 
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There is a lot of empty 
space downtown. Won't 
this be empty, too? 

o It's not going to be 
empty for very long. 
There is not any building 
like this in Hartford. 
People will be attracted 
by the quality of this 
building. The occupants 
will breathe fresh air all 
the time; that promotes 
health and productivity. 

How soon will this 
plan unfold? 

o The AI Technology 
Center should be built 
and functional in two 
years, with my company 
moved in. We are work­
ing with large corpora­
tions to come in and take 
a couple of floors. In order 
to have financing, I need 
at least 70 percent com­
mitted tenants. We still 
have another 35 percent 
to go [as of February}. 

You are talking 
about coming in and 
rebirthing the city. So 
far, singlehandedly. 
That's a big dream, a 
big plan. 

o A lot of people are 
thinking like me. 
Adriaen's Landing, 
Riverfront Recapture. 1 
am not the only one. 
There is a shared vision. 
One of the anchors that 
has been missing is a 
21st century business 
modeJ.l intend to fill 
that gap. HM 

I"'-~ AI Engineers 

i 919 Middle Street, 
.... - "1 Middletown 

(860) 635-7740 
aiengineers.com 


